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Plans Made for 27th Annual Remembrance

Families, Fellow Servicemen Honor Beirut KIA's

For the 27th year families, friends and fellow serv-
ice men and women will hold true to a promise to never
forget the Marines, Sailors and Soldiers Killed in Beirut
between 1982 and 1984.

The annual Remembrance will be held on October
23 and will feature a candlelight vigil at 6 a.m. that
morning at the Beirut Memorial, followed by a formal
ceremony there at about 10:30. The formal event in-
cludes presentation of a Remembrance wreath, special
music, guest speakers and a 21-gun salute to honor the
heroes of Beirut.

Those planning to attend should make reservations

now. Tell hotels you are with the Beirut Memorial
Group for discount prices, as follows:

Candlewood Suites, 119 Penny Lane (near the
Holiday Inn Express and Comfort Suites), Jacksonville,
N.C. 28546, (910) 333-0494, $80/night, no continental
breakfast ($5 @ Holiday Inn), call by September 23.

Comfort Suites, 130 Workshop Lane, Jacksonville,
N.C. 28546, (910) 455-0423, $85, includes hot break-
fast buffet, call by September 23.

Holiday Inn Express, 2115 Highway 17N, Jackson-
ville, N.C. 28546, (910) 347-1900, $85, includes hot
breakfast buffet, call by September 23. Watch the BVA
website, beirutveterans.org, for up-to-date information.

The Navy named a shooting award in
honor of Beirut KIA Michael Gorchin-

ski, who was one of the Navy’s top

shooters. Story, page 6.
Photo, courtesy of Judy Gorchinski
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Record Turnout!
Beirut veterans and their families turned
out in record numbers to march in Wash-
ington D.C.’s National Memorial Day Pa-

rade on May 31st. See story on page 3.
Photo, Courtesy of Julie Ward
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White House Beirut
Remembrance
scheduled, Oct. 17th

The White House Commission on
Remembrance will be holding their
annual Beirut Remembrance Cere-
mony this year on Sunday October
17th at Arlington National Cemetery,
Section 59, beginning at noon. There
will be a luncheon following (cost of
the luncheon was unavailable at press
time). For more information, or to
RSVP for the luncheon, email:
commission@remember.gov.

Georgia Run For Beirut KIA’s
The McDonough, GA Marine Corps
League detachment is planning an
October 23 running event in honor of
“our brothers killed in Beirut.”
Named the Beirut Memorial 5K, it
will also include a 1-mile fun run.
Beirut Veterans and their families are
invited to attend and run if desired.
Adult registration fees are $15 by
Oct. 16 or $20 after that but the fees
are waived for Beirut Vets. “Beirut
Vets are our honored guests so please
let them know to come whether
they’re running or not,” said detach-
ment member Jeff Owen, who is
spearheading the event. His email is
owenl339@bellsouth.net.

2009/2010 BVA

Board of Directors
Mark T. Hacala, Pat Metcalf, Glenn
Dolphin, Randy Gaddo, Rick Cun-
ningham, Bill Yontz, Mary Ellen
Jackowski, Alicia Sanchez

Jack and Judith Young (right) attended a Military Order of the
Purple Heart luncheon in March that featured two French serv-
icemen as guest speakers. As it turned out the Frenchman who
is holding a Beirut coin (second from left) was in the same
outfit as the French servicemen who died October 23, 1983 in
a terrorist bombing that was seconds after the bombing of the
U.S. troops. He had told a great story of he and his family
when he was a child during WWII and how much they loved
Americans. (Photo courtesy of Judith Young.

0 % 0 is an on-line newsletter for a museum of
world events spanning from after WWII to the end of the Cold
War, which is generally dated Dec. 31, 1991. The museum was
founded by Francis Gary Powers Jr., in honor of his father, a CIA
pilot shot down over the Soviet Union in 1960. See more at
www.coldwar.org.
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Record Turnout!

Beirut Vets, Families Well Represented at National Memorial Day Parade

Twenty-Five! That’s how
many people made the trip to be part
of the Beirut entry in the National
Memorial Day Parade in Washing-
ton, D.C. May 31, 2010.

This record number in-
cluded: Major Bob Jordan and his
wife, Evi from Ft. Meade, MD;
Randy and Julie Ward and their 3
children from Orlando, FL; Jimmy
and Janet Young and their 2 children
from Baltimore, MD; Wayne and
Kathy Hodges, their daughter and
grandson in tow with the “Beirut
Bug” who drove up the night before
from Roanoke, VA; Les and Linda
Kameck from Cuba, NY; Anthony
“Boots” Leboutiller from SC; Ceasar
Valdez from Washington, DC; and
weekend organizer Bill Kibler from
Washington, DC. Lastly we had 1°
Sgt Willie Medley (Beirut Veteran)
and 4 of his JROTC Marine Cadets
from Mount Vernon High School.

The weekend started at 5pm
and never seemed to slow down. We
had things planned the entire time.
We started out Friday night walking
from the hotel to 8" and 1, Marine
Barracks Washington for the evening

AR

sunset parade, stopping at the Hawk
and Dove for dinner. What appeared
as a looming rainstorm gathered full
force and started raining at the be-
ginning of the evening parade and
didn’t let up until about 10 min. be-
fore the end of the parade. The show
went on as planned. Everyone made
it back to the hotel soaked but en-
joyed the night out.

The next morning we walked
to the US Capitol for a reserved tour
of the place. Packed but orderly, we
managed to make our way thru the
halls of the US Capitol. Afterwards
we all went to the Air and Space and
at 1 p.m. went to Arlington National
Cemetery to visit Section 59 where
Beirut KIAs are buried. We placed
Marine Corps and Navy flags by
their headstones and paid our re-
spects and then went to the Tomb of
the Unknown and the JFK flame.
Following our trip to Arlington we
had dinner at a fancy restaurant in
China Town.

Sunday featured a trip to the
Quantico Museum of the Marine
Corps, followed by a stop at the Iwo
Jima Memorial in Arlington, VA.

Thanks to Ceasar Valdez who got
thru security early enough and saved
us front row seats at the PBS Con-
cert on the west lawn of the U.S.
Capitol while the Wards took an eve-
ning bus tour of Washington, stop-
ping at all the national monuments.

We later reconvened at the
hotel lobby cocktail lounge area and
that’s when Randy Ward’s jaw
dropped onto the table when he spot-
ted a gentlemen sitting at the next
table over from us wearing a Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. We fi-
nally found the right time and made
conversation with him. Hershel
“Woody” Williams received his
CMH from his service from the bat-
tle of lwo Jimal!! Coins were ex-
changed!

Monday finally arrived and
after 3 days of on-the-go walking we
were ready for more. Braving the 94
degrees in the shade, we made it
down to the parade staging area
where we assembled and waited for
our cue to begin the parade. Thanks
to Randy and Julie Ward, who do-
nated the embroidered service and
USA flags, we had our first ever
BVA Joint-Service Color guard
(including Les Kameck’s Lebanon
flag), complete with armed sentries
posted on either end from the
JROTC Marine Cadets. The crowd
gave us a standing ovation as we
turned the corner onto Constitution
Avenue as the master of ceremonies
read our script, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff standing to salute our color
guard as we went by. We made it ...
the entire 12 blocks with no heat ex-
haustion and listening to the ap-
plause the entire parade route. We
are already planning for next year...
will you be included?
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On: A Forum for Beirut Families
Information of, for and by Families of Beirut Vets
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VOICES FROM BEIRUT: The Peacekeepers Speak

BVA Next of Kin members
Mary Ellen Jackowski and Peggy
Stelpflug plan to collaborate on a
collection of letters from the
Peacekeepers.

They would like family
members and Beirut Vets to par-
ticipate by submitting either one
of their letters -- or excerpts from
various letters -- written by the
Beirut Peacekeepers.

Since memories fade, this
will be a permanent record of the

thoughts and feelings at that time.

“Though this process may
open up painful memories, the
desire to record the thoughts of
the US Peacekeepers, 1982-1984,
overcomes this very real concern,
say the collection’s compilers.
“Those who died in Beirut can no
longer speak for themselves, but
we can be their voices and ensure

that their words are heard.
Through this project, by sharing
personal thoughts, Beirut Vets
can continue their healing proc-
ess.”

If no letter from Beirut is
available, a present-day written
account regarding a particular
serviceman can be submitted.
This account may include any
specific memory or experience
such as why he joined the mili-
tary, thoughts about the peace-
keeping mission, future plans or
any memory or experience shared
during his time in Beirut.
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Before the Beirut Connection
became part of the BVA, many
families and vets shared letters
from Beirut. Permission to reprint
any of those letters would be
greatly appreciated. (Please fol-
low the sample format.)

“| just got an email from Sgt.
Tommy Keown’s brother with his
last letter from Beirut,” said Mary
Ellen. *I hope everyone will sub-
mit a letter. | feel strongly that if
we don’t do this project soon, no
one will hear their “voices.””

This project was in the plan-
ning stages before the 25th Re-
membrance and it is our hope that
it will be realized before the 30th

Remembrance in 2013.
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Tribute From A Fallen Comrade

Why am I a he lieeausa -I’m the one who died?
The real heroes a.re the ones wha lived and lost —
Enduring pain for years on enﬂ§ “cho .back the tears;
Hoping and pﬁ-_ﬂ.;ying“tﬁntpa{n won’t win —

That ?eaea wﬂl replace the feam. h

hero I am called, ’ti.s not T who must

" Face the loss and pain. |
£ 'Wi'hn.t about those who beside me fell —
~ But survived the wounds and lived to tell?

Relivi’nfg {:he loss that fateful day, with every memory,
i3 Their war goes on.
__'I‘I;ey' must fight to survive the loss and hurt
' . With each and every breath —
That seems an eternity.

b _;'Z-That bear a silent and endless pnin -
Henmries they relive every day of their lives —
Over and over again. |

ﬁarine Amphibious Urtit, Battalion Lunding Team 1 /S
Beirut, L-ebanan, Dct:aber 23 1983.
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Beirut Stamp Lives!; But Not Through U.S.P.S

Demonstrating the tenacity Marines are
famous for, BVA member Bill Kibler
found a way to produce an honorary
Beirut stamp without the help of the U.
S. Postal Service. Through a third party
vendor, Zazzle.com, a stamp is now
available. It is an official postal stamp,
but it can’t be purchased at a post office;

dors. | thought, ‘Well, gee, what’s that
about?”” After working with Defense
Department administrators to find a use-
able image of Onslow County’s Beirut
Memorial, he worked with the company
to create six designs for postage and g
other items, including a close-up image

of the statue of the Marine peacekeeper

in front of the memorial and an image of
the epitaph, “They Came in Peace,”
etched into the memorial wall.

only through the official Beirut Stamp
website, beirutstamp.com. Said Kibler:
“l was going over the postal service
page and came across third party ven-

ZAZZLE.COM

Root Vet Named Indiana State DAV Commander
Beirut Vet Don “Gunny” Inns was elected Disabled American Veterans
State Commander for Indiana in June. It's a one-year honorary position
representing the state’s DAV members. “I hope to use the platform of
my year as State Commander to highlight the courage, service and sacri-
fice of our Peacekeepers,” said Inns. His Commander's Pin was de- S :
signed by BVA board chairman Mark "Doc" Hacala. Inns presented the I“““I i : VA A
first pin to BVA next of kin member Alicia Sanchez during the DAV e e
banquet in Indianapolis on June 12.

USMC Aviation School Honors Beirut KIAs
Beirut Memorial Hall @ Naval Station Newport

Corps facility Monday in memory
of the 1983 Beirut bombing that
killed 241 service members, in-
cluding 9 from Rhode Island.
The building, which underwent a
$6.1-million renovation, will
house the Marine Corps Aviation
Logistics School, with a faculty
y of 35 and a student enrollment of
200. The school relocated from
Athens, Ga.

The dedication ceremony,
. which preceded a ribbon-cutting
for Beirut Memorial Hall, in-
cluded the unveiling of a plaque
that paid tribute to those killed
. when suicide bombers attacked
the barracks of a multinational
- force during Lebanon’s civil war.
" Relatives of the Rhode Island
victims attended the unveiling.

DON INNS
CMDA
2010 - 2071
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Naval Station Newport, RI,
further expanding its role as a na-
tional center for military educa-
tion, dedicated a new Marine
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Navy Shooting Trophy Named For Beirut KIA

First Gorchinski Trophy Awarded, 2010

A new trophy honoring the
Navy’s best shooter is named in
honor of a Beirut Veteran killed in
action on October 23, 1983.

Navy Chief Michael Gorchin-
ski didn’t have to be ashore in
Beirut on that fateful day. He was
a crewmember of the USS New
Jersey (BB-62) which was patrol-
ling off shore. “Chief Ski” was an
electronics expert and had volun-
teered to go ashore to help Ma-
rines with a radar installation
problem they were having. He
was certainly the man for the job,
overseeing the ship’s installation
of new search radars and display
units. He was staying in the bar-
racks while ashore.

Gorchinski was also one of
the Navy’s top shooters and a
member of the Navy’s shooting
team from 1973 until his death at
age 35. In 1979, he earned the ti-
tle National Long Range Rifle
Champion at Camp Perry, Ohio
and was awarded the Canadian
Cup.

The idea of a Gorchinski Me-
morial Shooting Trophy started
years ago, according to the tro-
phy’s designer.

“The idea started a few years
back but finally came to fruition
in 2009 when | produced a design
and contacted a custom cabinet
maker in Virginia and a marble
laser image maker in the state of
Washington,” said Dave Fiehtner,
a retired Navy Chief Warrant Of-
ficer who spent 30 years in the
Navy. He had been a Navy shoot-
ing teammate in the 1970°s and

was the U.S. Navy Distinguished
Marksman in 1975.

“l thought it was fitting that a
memorial shooting trophy be of-
fered in his honor,” said Fiectner.

The trophy recognizes the
Grand Aggregate Winner of the
Rifle & Pistol Championships at
the annual All-Navy competition.
This is a dual award that honors
the East Coast and West Coast ag-
gregate rifle and pistol champions.

The 2010 East Coast winner
was Lieutenant Commander Mat-
thew Bartel. The 2010 West
Coast winner was Commander

Eric Hansen. Each winner re-
ceived a photo plaque of the tro-
phy and their names and scores
will be recorded on brass plates at
the base of the trophy.

This is not the first memorial
dedicated to Chief Ski. In 1983,
upon the occasion of the 20th Re-
membrance of the Beirut terrorist

| attack, a painted portrait of the

Chief was donated by his wife,

| Judy. The portrait hangs in a

place of honor on the New Jersey,
now a floating museum on the
waterfront in Camden, N.J.

“This is Mike’s ship and |
needed to be here,” she said at the
dedication in October 2003.

“This is where his portrait belongs
and | am so impressed with the
magnificent job the volunteers
have done with the ship.” The
2003 event also remembered eight
other New Jersey men killed in

the bombing.
Info Courtesy of Judy Gorchinski
0/ > -
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#1: 25th Remembrance T-shirts, $12: youth large, S, M, L, XL: $15 for 2XL, 3XL
#2:. Sweat Shirt $23; w/ full-front embroidered BVA Logo; 95% pre-shrunk cotton
available in white, ash grey, hunter green, maroon, black, light blue. Adult sizes S, M,
L, XL; $25 for 2x, 3x .... (3x in white, ash grey, hunter green only)

#3: Golf Shirt $27 w/embroidered BVA Logo; 6.5 oz., 100 percent combed cotton
pique golf shirt w/quarter sleeves; welt collar and cuffs; side vents w/2” dropped tail;
red, purple, blue (bimini & corporate), true royal, true navy, black, white, sports gray,

putty, butter, tangerine, mango, wine, jade; Adult Sizes: M, L, XL; $29 for 2X, 3X
#4: Sport Cap; $15 brushed cotton twill, 6-panel, soft crown, low-fitting, adjustable strap, front embroi-
dered logo, script on back; available in Maroon with green visor; Tan or Chestnut w/black visor:

#5: New: BVA Christmas Ornament, $5

#6: BVA K-bar: regular, $50; Gold Edition, $100
#7: BVA Family Rocker, $4; rocker & patch, $10 ) & O 3
#8: BVA Bumper Stickers...$3 each J  KKKKKKJ =
#9: BVA Mousepads (blue), $4 (8” x 97) 2 Jr - J KKKKJ==
#10 Round Cloth Patches, $7.50 (3.5x3.5”) /)= KKKKKKK J =
1113 &% * ( & 3J J! J! KK KKKKKKKJ! =
#12: BVA Bronze Challenge Coin, $6.50 each J &  KKKKKKKKKK JI==
#13: 1/8 sticker, $2 6 J 2 & &2
6 % & -) %?$
25th T-Shirt:  Quantity Size
Color $
Sweat Shirt: Quantity Size Color $
Golf Shirt: Quantity Size Color $
Cap: Quantity Size Color $
Christmas Ornament: Quantity $
BVA K-bar: Regular, # ; Gold Edition, # $
BVA Family rocker: Quantity Patch + rocker $
Bumper Stickers: Quantity $
Mouse Pads: Quantity $
Patches: Quantity $
Static Window Cling: Quantity $
25th Challenge Coin: Quantity $
1/8 Sticker, # Subtotal $
Shipping: $
3 ¥ 0 7c TOTAL ORDER $
W 3 -, ) . - ("Z( &%&% 2 &%) , 3
1 $ & &
) + 888" I
a7 > &t x .,/ & &
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