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Doctor Al Studwell isn’t the On October 23, 1983 a terror- cirlik, Turkey. When an Air Force

kind of man who toots his own ist truck bomb drove into a Marine C-9 on the ground at Incirlik was
barracks in Beirut, killing 220 Ma- ordered to reconfigure for 28 lit-
acknowledges credit when it is dueines, 18 sailors and 3 soldiers anders and fly directly to Beirut to
to him. injuring many more. History has evacuate injured, Studwell and
But when family and fellow  shown that it was the first major two other doctors there didn’'t hes-
servicemen discovered he hadn’t deliberate assault on Western forcitate to help. The other two doc-
received an award earned from lifees by Islamic terrorists in what is tors were dispatched to the USS
-saving actions back in 1983 after considered by many to be the be- Iwo Jima, but Studwell, a flight
the terrorist bombing of the Ma-  ginning of the Global War on Ter- surgeon, stayed on the aircraft.

rine barracks in Beirut, Lebanon, ror that continues today. U.S. "Today we honor a fellow

they wouldn't let his actions go  forces were there as part of a multmilitary member with an award
unrewarded. They worked for -national U. N. peacekeeping forcethat is 27 years overdue,” said Joe
more than a year to obtain his longequested by the Lebanese goverrBunker, a retired Air Force major
-overdue Air Medal. On June 5, ment to help calm the region, who was the co-pilot on that C-9
2011 retired Air Force Colonel bring warring factions to the table destined to be the first air medevac
Alfred W. Studwell received that and give peace a chance. flight into Beirut after the bomb-
medal at Dobbins Air Force Base At the same time, Colonel ing. "More importantly, we are

in Georgia, 27 years after the Studwell was the Commander of here to remember the 241 service
deeds for which he earned it. the U.S. Regional Hospital in In- members who lost their lives."

Studwell is known among
friends and family to be a person
who will not seek recognition. His
brief comments after the award
were characteristic of that nature.

"l didn't expect to receive this
award," said Col. Studwell. "I just
want to take the time to thank eve-
ryone who was involved in mak-

- #. / first duty is to remember." (He
#! referred to the motto of the veter-
ans’ organization Beirut Veterans
of America, “The First Duty Is To
Remember.” )
See “Silent Warrior” pg. 6
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Planning is proceeding for the brance planners said that the Holi-open mid-morning for registra-
28th Beirut Remembrance to be day Inn Express is once again thetions, fellowship and later in the
held October 21 through 23 in Headquarters hotel for the BVA. day the BVA Annual Meeting.
Jacksonville, N.C. Nearby Comfort Suites and Can- The Candlelight Service will

BVA President Craig Ren-  dlewood Suites are backups. Thebe held at 6 a.m. October 23 at the
shaw said that this year’s itinerary Holiday Inn is a115 Hwy. 17 N., Beirut Memorial, where each

will be similar to years past, the Jacksonville, NC 2854&phone name on the wall will be read
exception being that at this year’'s 910-347-1900. aloud.Continued on Page 8
Remembrance, planning will Attendees must call the ho-

begin for the upcoming 30th Re- tel directly to reserve a room. !

membrance in 2013. Deadline to reserve rooms is # #

“We hope to make the 30th  September 27th! You cannot get
Remembrance one of the best by the special rate unless you make
starting the planning now,” he re- the reservation by the deadline.
marked. Generally the Remem- Tell them you are with the Beirut
brances that fall on the fifth year Remembrance to get the discount-
increments tend to be more widelyed price of $85 per roon{See
attended. The 25th Remembrancgage 8 for further details about
in 2008 saw record numbersin  rooms).
attendance. Starting about mid-day on

In order to assure good plan- October 21st, BVA members will
ning, Renshaw is asking for ideas be at the Jacksonville USO located
now. “If you have any ideas as to at 9 Tallman Street, Jacksonville,
what would make this one great, N.C. 28540, phone 910-455-3411.
please forward them to me and weThe USO is celebrating 70 years
will discuss it and see if it would  of service this year and Remem-
be possible to do,” he remarked. brance attendees are asked to sup-

port the Jacksonville USO as way
28th Remembrance Details as of of thanks for all the help they have

Press time provided the BVA over the years.
As of press time, 28th Remem- On Oct. 22, the USO will
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Paul Prindeville Passes Away
Judith Young received the news that
Paul Prindeville died in June. Judy
wrote that Paul called her husband, Jad
every week and they talked for

hours. “His son said he always perked
up when he talked to Jack,” she

said. “They would solve the worlds

problems. He was so informative about

the world and what is going on. Our
sympathy to Michael, Sean and Kath-
leen.”

2nd Beirut Memorial Run Planned
The Marine Corps League in
McDonough, Georgia is again plan-
ning to hold the second annual Bei-
rut Memorial Run in McDonough

on October 23. BVA founding vice
president Randy Gaddo will again
represent the BVA at the event. Thi
year, event organizer Jeff Owen hag
secured a helicopter fly over and is
seeking ways to honor the memorie
of the fallen in Beirut and eventually,
raise additional funds to support the
Beirut Memorial. At last year’s in-
augural event more then 250 runner
turned out, a strong showing for a
first year event.

Membership Stats After 19 Years

The BVA has existed since 1992 as
a place for Beirut veterans and fam
ilies to rally. While membership
grew slowly, it has been steady.
Currently there are 1,127 members
in six categories: Regular, NOK,
Life, Affiliate, Associate and Pro-
spect. That is a good showing as
the group approaches the 28th Re-
membrance, but members are urgg
to spread the word to potential new
members. Contact membership co
ordinator Bill Thompson at
bva.membership@gmail.com with
potential new members.

(!

Bob. You will be missed.
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islative support to realize their long-
| sought-after goal of having a national
P monument dedicated in Washington,
D.C. This monument would honor
mothers whose sons and daughters
have given their lives in service to

SAmerlca.

d
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It is with great sadness that we must tell you of & Muffler's recent
death. Bob was a devoted husband to Joan, as wadl a wonderful
father to his daughter Diane and son Bobby, a terfic grandfather,
kand a special friend. He was also one of the "siiepartners"” of the
Beirut Connection. In 2005, Bob and Joan celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary -- a milestone that few achieveBob read a lot, was
particularly knowledgeable about Beirut and the terorist attack in
1983 where his youngest son Johnny was KIA on 23 ©@ber. When-
ever a new book, or article, or TV showed aired, Boalways knew
about it. He had the ability to cut through the claff and see the real
message and politics behind it. While many of ugept "looking for
answers," Bob knew that there were none to be foundHe also knew
that because of the policies pertaining to Beirut-- putting the Peace-
keepers in harm's way -- our lives would forever béilled with the loss
of our loved ones. That's a feeling he took withiim. Rest in peace,

Semper Fi....
Mary Ellen & John Jackowski

@ .3 5

The Gold Star Mothers need leg-

whose son, Jeffrey, was killed in the
Beirut bombing, is closely involved
with the effort to gather congressional
support for the monument.

House Resolution 1980 was intro-
duced May 25th with 27 co-sponsors,
and as of June 19th a total of 35 were
signed up in support. The Bill author-

Judith Young, a Gold Star Mother izes the Gold Star Mothers National

Monument Foundation to establish a
monument in the District of Columbia
area as a unit of the National Park Sys-
tem to be know as the Gold Star Moth-
ers National Monument.

“This is the second time this bill
has been introduced and with each ses-
sion we only have two years to get it
from committee to a House vote, so we
need people from all across the country
to ask their representatives to co-sign
the bill,” said Young.

The Gold Star Mothers National
Monument Foundation Inc. has a web-
site (gsmmonument.org) that has more
information. “All our casualties from
Beirut had moms who became gold star
mothers and this monument is
for all,” Young said. “Itis not to be
mistaken for a memorial to those moms
who joined the national organization,
but for the 650,000 mothers who lost
children beginning in WWI when the
term Gold Star Mother was first used.”
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Note from Mary Ellen Jackowski:
Letters are continuing to trickle in
for our project (which we plan to
have completed for the 30th Beirut
Remembrance). We feel very
strongly that these feelings must be
expressed before it's too late. 241
Voiceswere lost on 23 Oct 1983 --
please don't let yourVoicebe si-
lenced. This project is for the fam-
ilies and Beirut Vets -- not for com-
mercial purposes.

BVA Next of Kin members
Mary Ellen Jackowski and Peggy
Stelpflug plan to collaborate on a
collection of letters from the Peace-
keepers.

They would like family mem-
bers and Beirut Vets to participate
by submitting either one of their let-
ters -- or excerpts from various let-
ters -- written by the Beirut Peace-
keepers.

Since memories fade, this will
be a permanent record of the
thoughts and feelings at that time.

/ /

“Though this process may openU.S. Marine Corps
up painful memories, the desire to H&S 1/8
record the thoughts of the US PeaceMOS: Cook
keepers, 1982-1984, overcomes thisAn introductory paragraph about
very real concern,” said Mary Ellen.
“Those who died in Beirut can no
longer speak for themselves, but we
can be their voices and ensure that Your name and relationship to the
their words are heard. Through this serviceman which indicates your
project, by sharing personal permission to publish the infor-
thoughts, Beirut Vets can continue mation.
their healing process.” Before theBeirut Connection

If no letter from Beirut is avail- became part of the BVA, many fam-
able, a present-day written account ilies and vets shared letters from
regarding a particular serviceman Beirut. Permission to reprint any of
can be submitted. This account maythose letters would be greatly appre-
include any specific memory or ex- ciated. (Please follow the sample
perience such as why he joined the format.)
military, thoughts about the peace- “l just got an email from Sgt.
keeping mission, future plans or anyTommy Keown'’s brother with his
memory or experience shared durindast letter from Beirut,” said Mary
his time in Beirut. Ellen. “I hope everyone will submit
a letter. | feel strongly that if we
don’t do this project soon, no one
will hear their ‘voices.’

“This project was in the plan-
ning stages before the 25th Remem-
brance and it is our hope that it will
be realized before the 30th Remem-
brance in 2013.”

The letter or excerpts from several

The format of the collection will
include an alphabetical listing of
one page per serviceman:

Sgt. John S. Doe

Please submit your information
to: Mary Ellen
(jjlandme@peoplepc.com), or
Peggy (pegstelpflug@charter.net).
Hard copies (copies-- not origi-
nals) can be mailed to:

Mary Ellen Jackowski, 20 Stage-
coach Road, Chestertown NY
12817- (518) 494-4609 (or)
Peggy Stelpflug, 2600 Orchard
Circle, Auburn AL 36832 - (334)
821-8671
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EDITOR’S NOTE: BVA family members Mary Ellen Jackowski and Pegdgl&lug have been working hard since
before the 25th Remembrance in 2008 to get the war@bout “Voices From Beirut.” (See page 4 fetails) Un-
fortunately, they aren’t getting the participatibiey had hoped for. They do have submissiondlitnighn, but not at
the rate it should be. | cannot stress enoughveswimportant this project is. The letters froor éallen brothers
speaks volumes about what we did in Beirut andwiildoe an important document for researchers yé&am now,
when they want to go back and find out what thepsowere saying. The excerpts from Bill Stelpfedow provides
one example of how it can be done. It is meamnimurage others to submit material. It can bieeclettters, excerpts
from letters or a written account of the servicerfram a family member. If you are uncertain abatt to submit,
call or write Mary Ellen or Peggy at the contaatsvided on page 4. They want to hear from you. alVevant to hear

from you. We want to hear the Voices From Beirut.

Semper Fi, Randy Gaddo, Editor

Bill Stelpflug, Lance Corporal, USMC

(Also known as Billy or William John )

Born March 13, 1964, Air Force Academy, Colorado
Parents: Lt. Col. (Ret. USAF) William J. and Pedgy
Stelpflug

Hometown: Auburn, Alabama

Entered U.S. Marines September 24, 1982, aftey earl
enlistment on June 11, 1982, following graduatipAwa
burn High School, Auburn, AL

Trained at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris idJan
South Carolina.

Graduated December 17, 1982, with Platoon 3080, 3
Recruit Bn MCRD, Parris Island, SC

Assignment Beirut, Lebanon, with 3rd Section, Dreigtatoon,
Weapons Company, BLT 1/8, 24th MAU RlarDiv

KIA October 23, 1983, Beirut, Lebanon

[Letter written to his brother Joe on July 21, 1983,
from American University Library, Beirut]

You know I'm at the University and we see sometgret
fine babes, nothing compared to A.U. [Auburn Unsier
ty] though. The chicks around here hold handsleoki
so f---- fine | want to shoot myself in the f--edt. Must
be the f---- Sun. | think I'm going nuts, bonkeasd out
of my f---- mind....I get along with everybody. Thegll
me all sorts of nicknames, from “Tin Man” (theyrtkil
look like the f---- tin man in Wiz of Oz) to “VilHen” (I
told them the “Old Man” was a German interrogator).
Well as long as they don’t call me late for chow.

[Letter written to his sister Kathy and her husband
Mike around September 10 near Beirut International
Airport.]

Well, I've always dreamed about being in combat] an
here | am a teenager giving them hell....We take a lo
more than we give though. America | guess is igdd
fight. For that matter, what the hell are we ddirege

besides giving the Moslems target practice

[To Bill’'s parents, October 19, 1983, BLT, Beirut]
Well, it won't be long now. Can’t wait. | thinKllhave
them drop me off 10 miles from home, so | can saver-
ry pasture, pond and familiar siglts for why | get my-
self in these positions, you know I'm just gettimgterial
| can write with. But I'll have to be captured bgnnibalg
in the Amazon, and be in a riot in South Africadsef|
can settle down and put my experiences to words....|
dreamed | got married last night. | woke up irollc
sweat. Maybe someday far from now.

[To Bill's parents, October 1983, BLT Headquarters
Building, Beirut, Lebanon]

I think | will take a bus back just to see whasitike to
come home so slow and happy instead of leavingsto
and sad....I hope you won't get mad at me if | liethos
sofa too much....See you in a while. Love, Bill

Bill and some other Marines would get together to
write poetry. [Contributed by Danny Joy, Weapons
Company, 1/8, Beirut, Lebanon, 1983]

And the War King calls his subjects to battle

To hear the rockets whistle

And the very ground to rattle.

The trucks are revved, the knives all glisten.

The desert sun shines on a million guns.

When the War King calls, everybody listens.

Many will die. Many will fall.

And will give their soul

To the War King's call.

[From Bill's poem “The War King Calls” found by
Father George Pucciarelli, Reverend Danny Wheeler
and fellow Marine Danny Joy in the ruins of the BLT]
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Bunker recounted the story helicopter gunships patrolling par- for some time.

of what happened that October dayllel to the runway. Land at your As the C-9 taxied to a stop,
in 1983. own risk.” Marine helicopters began bringing
“Once the C-9 was reconfig- Upon hearing that warning,  severely wounded patients and tri-

ured and medical supplies were young Lt. Bunker looked over at age began. Col. Studwell demon-
loaded, the plane took off for the the aircraft commander, who was astrated stellar clinical skills as he
50-minute flight to Beirut,” he told Vietnam veteran with numerous led the team which would ulti-

the audience of more than 100  combat missions in gunships. Themately save the lives of all but one
people who had come to the awararusty old major looked back at theof the 24 Marines on the aircratft.

ceremony. “On approach, (now regreen copilot and simply said, One Marine went into cardiac ar-
-designated) Aerovac 10E1 was “That means we're cleared to rest shortly after takeoff and died
handed off to Beirut tower.” land.” After landing, the crew enroute to Rhein-Main Air Base in

The pilots expected to hear theavoided craters in the taxiways, th&ermany.
phase “cleared to land.” But the result of artillery and mortar fire.
Beirut controller replied, “Sniper  This was a war zone and the Ma- - A
fire reported in the area. Marine rines had been in the middle of it
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Deborah Fisher is ready for She said she hopes to bring the cenmember. We want to let them know
the USO of North Carolina ter some much needed consistency and we're here and _vvhatlwe can provi_de.”.
Jacksonville Center to regain its continuity after a frequent turnover in After meeting Fisher as interim di-

X A directors lately. “| wanted to make a com-rector, Joseph Traumer, the president of
prominent position in the com- mitment to that. | know how important it Onslow County Council of Veterans Or-
munity. is to the community and I've seen how ganizations, said he knew she would be

Her first initiative after ac- much the community will do for it,” she suitable for the job as center director.
cepting the interim position in said. “We have a great staff here now and “She’s outstanding,” he said. “She’s

| think we're all going to be around for a already made things happen and is a very

Jacksonville was the revitaliza- while — continuity and consistency is  positive person. She will be very good for

tion of the Beirut Memorial what it’s all about.” active duty, retirees and their families.”
Room. Lowe’s Home Improve- Prior to coming to Jacksonville, With her experience and her overall
ment and Freedom Furniture Fisher served as executive director of thequalifications, she rose to the top over the
provided the makeover. Then UsO in Northern .Ohio for five_years, other candidates, said John Falkenpurg,
overseeing five different locations — president of the USO of North Carolina.

through its Lowe’s Heroe§ Pro- Gleveland, Toledo, Youngstown, Akron ) o o<) *=$
gram, the two |OC8.| Lowe’s and Canton. Fisher ! "

stores provided the manpower  said she still has a housekeep-
and materials to spruce up the  ing wish list, including new
entire center inside and out for ~ furniture for the media room.

. More importantly, she said,
the hOlI_da)_/S_. . . she wants to reach out to the
“l think it is critical to make this

uso successful,”_ said Fisher, who was Laerpsll(y)/nrgeelr.rl?rehres ;i):s;n(g:::%/er
recently named director of the Tallman of next year Camp Lejeune is
Street center after serving three months atfeploying some 16.000
interim director. “This is the longest con- '

tinually serving USO in the world. We
are responsible for bringing the USO
mission to the largest Marine Corps base
in the world as well as other military in
the area.”

of family members left be-
hind,” she said. “We have
some great programs to keep
the family members connect-
ed with their deployed service
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The discovery that Stud-
well had been overlooked for this
award came about during the 2008
Beirut Remembrance held in Jack-
sonville, N.C., home of the Beirut
Memorial Wall. Each year on
October 2% family, friends and
fellow service members have
gathered since 1984 to remember
their fallen heroes. 2008 was the
25" annual Remembrance and
several hundred had turned out for
the event, more than ever before.
Bunker and Studwell, unknown to
each other, were both there for the
first time since their chance en-

counter in 1983. Neither of them 27 @ 30 # "4 1" " ! $(|
had been able to attend in previ- A ((B $(@ : 4( " o )
ous years. It appeared pre- C 0 /) A8l

destined that they should meet.
During an evening social
event, Bunker was telling a Beiru
veteran Marine about his C-9 ex-
perience. The Marine mentioned b
that he had previously spoken to
doctor who had told him he was

hadn’t,” said Bunker. So during a message to Studwell on behalf of
tconversation with retired Marine all members of the U.S. Multina-

Colonel Tim Geraghty, who had tional Peacekeeping Forces, Bei-
een the Marine commander in  rut. “l want to congratulate Colo-
eirut, Bunker mentioned the nel Studwell on the occasion of
oversight to him. “Colonel being awarded The Air Medal for
the flight surgeon on the first C-9 C_Ber_aghty was in the midst of pub-extraordinary service,” he said in
that landed after the bombing. Ilshlngla boek about his experi- a statement read by Bynker.
When the Marine found Studwell €nces in Beirut (“Peacekeep_ers At‘Yeur _Iegacy, along with the C-9
and introduced him to Bunker, War: Beirut 1983 — The Marine “nghtlngele” crew, reflects pro-
emotion that had been pent up 1corCommander Tells His Story,” P_o- fessmnall_sm, courage and honor,
25 years flowed from the two Air tomac Books, 2009), but he said in the rapid response that saved
Force officers. as soon as that was (_zlone, he the lives ef many Peacekeepers.”

“We had barely spoken a few W(_)uld see about getting some- “He filled the. gap when it

words to each other back in thing done about thet,” Bunker was needed,” s_ald Col. Timothy
1983,” said Bunker. “There just recalled. “True to hIS' word,. he E. Tarchlcl.<,.W|ng Commander of
wasn't time. But when | met him S°0n put the wheels in motion.” the 94th Airlift Wing, who presid-
there that night in 2008, it all Bunker describes the ed over the awerd ceremony at_

It lengthy process to have the medaDobbins. “He didn’t have to do it,
awarded as an arduous journey but he did it anyway, which is the
through bureaucratic red tape,  sign of a true hero. This is a big
even though the actions were welldeal and had to be approved by
documented and witnessed. Persdahe president of the United States.
verance paid off though, along | am pleased to be standing before
with help from key people along a silent warrior - one who paved

came back to me in an instant.
was overwhelming.”

During one of many con-
versations Bunker and Studwell
had during the Remembrance,
Bunker learned that Studwell had
not received an Air Medal.

“The rest of the team had the way. the way for people in uniform,
all received theirs and | didn’t un- Colonel Geraghty could not partlcularly those in the medical
be at the ceremony, but passed a field.” RSII

derstand why Colonel Studwell
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At about 2 p.m. the official nished Beirut Memorial Room
Remembrance service, hosted by there. Then find Deb Fisher, USC(
the City of Jacksonville and sup- director, and thank her for making
ported by Camp Lejeune, will be this remodeling a priority. “My
held at the Memorial. The event isgoal was to provide a nice, com-
normally in the morning but was fortable place for survivors and
changed because Oct. 23 falls on f&amily members to go and relax,"
Sunday this year. said Fisher. "l want them to get

When at the USO attendees comfort and know that people still
are reminded to spend some time remember their loved ones.(See
in the newly remodeled and refur- related article, page 6)
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Available now to BVA members for $10 + $4 s\h by au

thor. Send check or money order to: Betty Schiefbkin, c/o
Dan Joy, P O Box 1553, Jacksonville, NC 28541-155Bxpect
4-6 weeks for delivery. The book starts by explaing how the
U.S. got involved with the Middle East problems irl982-
1984. It discusses the US Embassy —Beirut bombirtgrough
the Marine Barracks / French Barracks bombing, intothe U.
S. official responses and Grenada. The primary fass of the
book deals with the who, what, where, when, why anlkdow’s
of the events surrounding the building of the Monurent.

88 % "# 6"# D2/ #" * @-

FRIDAY Oct. 21, 2011
Noon - 6 p.m.: Registration at the USO
7 - 10 p.m.: Hospitality Suite: Beirut Veterans and Familieigliday Inn Express

SATURDAY Oct. 22, 2011

10am—9 pm OKTOBERFEST: Downtown Jacksonville: (This evBIOT sponsored by B.V.A.)
http://onslowcm.org/ixdehp?pr=0Oktoberfest

10am —6 pm: Registration at the USO until 6 p.m., then ati¢thy Inn Express 6 to 11:30 p.m.

3 p.m.: Annual BVA Membership Meeting: USO

6 p.m.: Beirut Veterans BBQ/Get Together: Holiday Inn Exgzre

6 - 10 p.m.: Hospitality Suite: Beirut Veterans and Fansiieloliday Inn Express

SUNDAY Oct 23, 2011

6 a.m.: Candlelight Ceremony at Beirut Memar@amp Johnson

2 p.m.; ** Remembrance Ceremony at MemorialCamp Johnson

4 p.m.;** Marine Corps League Devil Dogs Gemony—Camp Geiger Circle (NOTE** Access
to Camp Geiger is through MCAS New River Main Gate

6-10 p.m.:  Hospitality Suite: Beirut Veterans and FaesliHoliday Inn Express

* NOTE CHANGES IN TIME** Changed due to October 23 falling on a Sunday this year

***NOTES***
Registration at the USO: Make sure we have all your correct info, when ghack-in and pick up your Welcome
PacketThe Beirut Room at the USO has been completely refurbished. Plstap by and see your room.

Vehicle passes You will need to go to the Main Gate at CampedLeje or MCAS New River to get a Vehicle Pass for

your car. You need to consider that it may take ypuo 45 minutes to get one. Take in with you,naehicle registra-|
tion (tag paper), insurance card and driver’s ksenTell them you are with the BVA (Beirut VetesanYou are re-
sponsible for getting a Vehicle Pass to drive oseb# one is needed. The only EVENT you will neggiass for is the
1400 Camp Geiger Ceremony on thé& #3you plan to attend, or, if you want to shopitee Exchange/Annex. We as
that you arrive early at each event. If you are,lptease be respectful while entering the Rememsbr&eremony.
M.C. Exchange/Exchange Annex/Marine Corps Associain Book Store You will be able to buy only USMC
memorabilia at the Camp LeJeune/Camp Johnson/MCR® IRIVER Exchange/Exchange Annex/Marine Corps A
sociation Book Store. When you get to the cashéfirthem you are with the Beirut Veterans of Aioar

BVA membership meeting We ask that all BVA members attend.
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