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“The First Duty is to Remember”

d il Augnst ks,

Terrorist States Wonld Pay Reparations
Lawmakers Introduce Victims’ Legislation

A Peonsylvania 1.5, senator
and two Mow Jerscy LS. eon-
gressmen have inteoduced bipar-
tigan lepislation sntilded “Justice
for barine Corps Familics — Yie-
tirms of Terronsm ™

A luly press rolease from
Washington, .C. announced that
Renator Arlen Specter (R-PA)
and Congrassmen Jim Saxton (R-
NIt and Robwert T Andrews (T3-
] introduced the leerstation o
“affirm Congressional support
for the: victims of statc-sponsoered
terrpnsm, and thelr Farmdies, by
providing the legal allemative
nceded for them to receive court
ordered reparmbiony from con-
vicled siates

The release went on 1o cite
the 1983 barracks bombig and
noled that i March 2005 Bitni-
lies with the BY A broupht suit
against the povernment of lran in
the ULS. Dustrict Couet for the
Destrict of Columbia. A federal
el ruled that Hezhollah car-
eved ok the direct will of the -
lamic Hepublec of [van and ifs
Minisoy of Information and Se-
curiry m this brutal agl of semror.

1T lTumibies of 1983 Bejrut
bombitg victims have suffered
greatly wnd have been denied

compensation for their tremen-
daus loss,” Benator Specter,
chatemman ol the Senate Judiciany

Commitler, said. 1 urge Con-
press W pass 1his legizlation that
will allow these famuies and oth-
ors 1o seek justtes i courl, and
scnd the messape that the [nited
aees will mol tolerate stale-
spomsured lemorsm.

In the Bay 2003 ruling,
LIS, ismcr Judpe Royee C.
Lamberth satd the suicide nuek
bomlimg was carriad et by the
group Hexzhollab with the ap-
prenval and Junding of Iran's scn-
0T povernment officials.

"In the early morning
howrs of that day, 241 Amenican
servicamen wers murdered in
thetr sleep by o suicide bomber,”
b wrote. "Omn that day,an un-
spesakable hormor invaded the
lives of those who survived the

attack and il famuly members
whoze joved ones had beeo sto-
len Iromn them."

The juibyes called the Chtober
23, 1983 bombing Tthe miost
deadly state-sponsored termonst
attack made apainst United Siates
citizens before Sepiembar 11,
o0

Curmently, viclizns of state-
sponsored ferroeism angd their
famidigs are nat able to colfecl
court ordered damages duc 1o a
loopholes in cxising LS. laws.
which are exploited by retronst
states  The proposed [egislanon
will muke the necessary changes
ta exisling L1 5. laws, allowing
the Beirut famidics — and all simi-
lar victims and Familizz  to re-
CEive compensation.

Lyim Smith Dertreshire, wihio
[t her beother, Captain Vipgenl
Smmith, on the 1983 attack, ap-
plauded the logislanon.

“This critical legislation is
mal vnly abwrut postice,™ she saied,
s abiul datermence, T s not
only abom halding the govern-
ment of Iran accountable for the
murder of 241 MAmcTicans, it 18
aboul depleting the enemy s re-
souTCes 50 thar they canoot hurt
anyohe glae”
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Innocent In Their Sleep

By [®ans Dixon (subimined by Joan Mufiler)
Daans Dhxen wrote this poem i 2003 after watch-
ing & news report af the 1983 Beirw hambing, She
wanted to share it with farmdies of those who were
there.

Owar soldiers in Beirwt

With vrders not to shoat

Stationed on kv pround A h'ﬂt!{.ﬂlﬂi heart
With mountains ulf aroend ) S0 quick...s0 Fast
COur cayualties had been few The memory will forever last
But suddenly they grew, ., With divbelief...pain and 1ears
Trouble in the Middle East Broken hearts and realized fears
Enemies Ioaded wp their erazed beast r{“ the death tﬂl_f mounted
His life he was willing to take The broken hn;:'lles couttted
Ax the morning was about to break The families of thase there
Countless others the brave Marine Freling pain almost n:: hard to bear
MNever again to be seen With bated breath they wait
What evil can take apart Praying not mine, Please God
With 8 twisted mind ‘This can’t be their fate
Innocent in their sleep
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Poet Seeks Beirut Veteran

A former Aur Forco aiman
tumed poet 15 seekiig ah un-
known Bewal Vet s¢ she can
dedicate her firsl book of peemy
v him andd ab] Koot Vels,

hMichelle A Crawford savs
she saw thes Manne on the
Dahlilia talk show abweut Toor
yaars apn and his sy moved
Fer.

“Fam o canger survivoer and
his story inspired me 1o take ac-
tion, o | have been wnting po-
ciry for the troops,” she wrols in
an cmall ke BYA presudent John
Peta.

She =aid the unknown vt
said he was 39 vears ofd ar the
hme, never marmed, neyer had a
family and sought validation for
bus life. He was un therapy for
14 wear: and was still sellennp
From survivor’s guill and the boss
of Wi hrothers.

Crawford says she has pen-
tianed the Dahlilia talk radio
show for assistance o b dvail.
She plans to po to the Montel
Williams Show in hopes (et he
can help Ao this Marne and
“hiring pesce Wi this gencration
ol wamprs ™

She said she was a young
aiTmian stakioned i Bentwaters
AFB, England in 1983 when the
bombing vecurmed. As a vl
eran, this is her way of giving
back ta other warnors, she says.

Anyons whe mught keow
who this Barme 15 can ged Lthe
name and concact infortralion ta
the Root Scoop editor [see con-
Act it this papeyor to Perez at
wid 2aaflyahoo com.
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New President of Gold Star
Mothers Familiar to Root Vets

Judy Young. koown by Bel-
Tut Wets synoavinously with the
Beul Canneciion, assomed du-
ties at presidant af the American
Gold Sear Mothers, [ne. during
th: orgamization's national o
vention in une. Young is also
o1l the B A Board of Durectors.

The American Cold Star
Wothers, Tae. 15 4 fedetally Ghar-
tered, nom-prafit organizalion
founded tn 1929 by Mrs, Crace
Darling Scibeld and & proup of
mothers from Washingion,

D.C. The price of membershin is
teasured 1o umimagmahle gned,
Tov yualify s & Gald Star mather,
o worman's son of daughler must
die whale fighting i the ranks of
the 115, mditany service in the
lime of duty.

Judy s son, Jeffrey, was
killed oa Oz 23 983 i the fer-
torisl allack on the barmacks i
Beirwi  Her assumption of tho
presidency 1 sigruficant; she is
the first Gold Star Mother na-
ttonal prestdent outsrde the Viet-
N BT

The Cold Star Mothgrs
misyion iste perpetuate the e
als of Amencan freedom and de-
mocracy for which their children
have so gallantly fbuphl and
diad. The OrpArEAlgm was
mamed after the Geld Star that

Judy Youmg

familiss traditionally buog in
their windows 1re honor of a de-
ceased member of the U5,
Ammed Scrvices.

The Bewnal Connection
serves 45 a ioh-profil suppan oe-
grantration for the families ol
servicernen lost id [abanon,
Young, asseaate Joan Muller
and theer husbands hasve been
among & small group of parents
who have persevered in maine
Lning e organization since is
meaptiom shortly aller the Beirut
bombing. Thew comtimue Loy sup-
port such ¢ftorts as the Beirn
Stamp lnitiative, annual Remem-
brances at Camp Lejeune and
special Remembirances every five
VEHES

The BV A works closely with
the Boinut Conoection b enzure
that the lives of fllen herocs in
EBaurut are remembered and cele-
Brated. Belrut Vels salute Judy

Beirut Velerans of Americn
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Developing
Reunion Information
The observance will be on Sunday,
October 23 at 2:00 PM. The City of
Jacksonville has invited General
Michael Hagee, CMC, to be the

speaker. At press time, his attendanc

has not been confirmed.
First Battalion, 8th Marines will be

there to participate and they are plan-

ning some other activities that aren't
finalized yet.
Watch the official BVA website,

www.beirutveterans.org, for updates as

they come available.

Debra Reisert
8219 Sara Lane
Georgetown, IN 47122
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