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“The First Duty is to Remember”
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Last Minute Details: Base Access Top of Your List!

Getting access onto Camp
Lejeune should be at the top of
everybody’s list as the first thing
to take care of when you get into

Jacksonville N.C. for the 30th Re-

membrance.

If you do not have a valid
DOD vehicle sticker and ID
card, you will need to obtain a
temporary vehicle pass at the
Base Pass and Registration office
which is located in the Camp
Lejeune Visitor Center (Building
818) adjacent to the main
gate. They are open Monday
through Friday from 5 a.m. to 9
p-m. and Saturday and Sunday
from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

You will need to present a

valid drivers license, vehicle reg-
istration and proof of insurance.
Three-day passes will be issued.

Those with DOD stickers and
ID cards should be able to get on
base as usual.

If renting a vehicle ensure you
also have the rental agreement
with you to register it.

Attendees may be asked for
names and identification of all pas-
sengers in the car as well. In that
regards, the BV A has been tasked
by base officials to provide a list
of all known attendees planning to
come on base and participate in
any of the events hosted by the
BVA. As such: URGENT RE-

QUEST'!: BVA President Craig
Renshaw has issued an urgent
request to provide him via email
(beirutveterans.org @gmail.com)
by Oct. 14 with all the following
information, from which he will
compile a comprehensive list:
first name, last name (of person
who will register vehicle—
whether your own or rented);
drivers license number/state is-
sued; vehicle year, make, color,
plate (tag) number/state issued;
insurance company, policy num-
ber and expiration date.
Continued on page 2
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Last Minute Details for 30th Beirut Remembrance...from pg. 1

Guest Speaker Will Hudson

Guest speaker at the banquet
will be Will Hudson, son of Navy
Lieutenant (Dr.) John R. Hudson,
the battalion surgeon who was
killed in the bombing when Will
was an infant. He will speak
about his experience growing up
learning about his father through
the efforts of his family. He will
also speak about how families
have helped keep the memory
alive of what his father and the
others who didn’t return home
from Beirut in 1982-84 accom-
plished.

Centers of Activity

Attendees are reminded that
on Oct. 21, the Jacksonville USO
will be the center of activity with
Remembrance information, sale of
30th t-shirts, sweatshirts and
coins, a pig pickin’ and other ac-
tivities. On Oct. 22 the Goettge
Field House on board Camp
Lejeune will be the hub, with all
the above activities (except pig
pickin’) as well as a mass unit for-
mation. The Goettge Field House
will also be the site of the banquet

the evening of October 23rd.

The Banquet is now
completely sold out!

BVA President Craig Renshaw
announced on Sept. 25 that an ad-
ditional 150 seats were opened at
the banquet, bringing the total to
750; those additional seats sold
out in less than two weeks.

2012 BVA
Board of Directors

Jon Warmeling, Pat
Metcalf, Glenn Dolphin,

Randy Gaddo, Rick Cun-
ningham, Bill Yontz, Bryan
Ayres, Mary Ellen Jackow-

ski, Alicia Shields

Beirut Wreath at
Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier

BVA Next of Kin Board
Member Mary Ellen Jackow-
ski contacted the RSII at
press time to inform that she
and her husband John have
been asked to place a wreath
at the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in honor of U.S. Ser-
vicemen lost in Beirut. Car-
mella LaSpada of No Greater
Love contacted Mary Ellen
and ask if she and John
would do the honors. The
wreath laying will be done
on Oct. 20 at 11:15 a.m.. Ms.
LaSpada also said she would
present a wreath Oct. 23 at
Arlington National Cemetery,
section 59, where some of
the Beirut KIAs are buried
and where a Cedar Tree of
Lebanon also grows .

BVA President - Craig Renshaw
Vice President - Dan Joy

Secretary - Michael Fullarton

Treasurer - Steve Godfrey

Membership/ - Bill Thompson, Jon
Warmling & Bill Yontz

Beirut Veterans of America

BVA Membership Contact, Bill Thompson:
Email: bva.membership @gmail.com

Root Scoop 11
Editor, Randy Gaddo
Email: cwogqusmc@comcast.net

This publication is intended as a communica-
tion tool for members and friends of the BVA.
Views and opinions are those of contributors
and do not necessarily reflect views of BVA
board, officers or members.
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Helpful Info To Assist Planning for the 2013 Beirut Remembrance

Schedule

The Command Post, Holiday Inn,
generally has a hospitality suite or
other gathering area for Remem-
brance guests. Ask at the desk
when checking in.

October 21, 2013

Noon to 5 p.m. at the USO located
at 9 Tallman Street, Jacksonville,
N.C. 28540: See the newly remod-
eled Beirut Room; BVA Event In-
formation Desk; sales of official
30th Remembrance t-shirts, sweat-
shirts and coins; display tables
available for groups, book signings,
informational displays, Pig Pick-
in’ outside USO

Hospitality Suite opens at Holiday
Inn, 7 to 9 p.m. - BYOB; snacks,
sodas and mixers will be provided.

October 22, 2013

Noon to 5 p.m. at Goettge Field
House, Camp Lejeune: Special
Events are being planned for this
day. Times and activities will be
announced on the BVA website,
www.beirutveterans.org., or posted
at the event site.

Events will include a formation
featuring active duty, retired or vet-
eran service members involved in
any Beirut operations from 1958 to
present day. Family members of
KIA’s or other deceased Beirut
Veterans may stand in formation
for their service member. The for-
mation will be held at the football
field adjacent to the Goettge Field
House, time to be determined and
will be posted at USO, field house
and hospitality suite.

Hospitality Suite opened 7-9 p.m.

October 23, 2013

6 a.m. Candlelight Vigil at the Bei-
rut Memorial; candles/holders pro-
vided, every name on wall read
aloud by families and veterans.

10:30 a.m., formal Remembrance
service at Beirut Memorial; music,
guest speakers, wreath presenta-
tion, gun salutes

2 p.m. Military Order of Devildogs
Beirut Ceremony, Camp Geiger

Evening Banquet & Program

— at Goettge Field House; 6 %m
cash bar cocktail hour (w/light hors
d’oeurvres included in cost of din-
ner); 7 p.m. Banquet & 7:45 F.m.
Program; four cash bars available
for duration of event.

Remember: Bring business cards, pens,
pencils, notebooks, cameras and phones
to capture contacts and memories;
bring chargers for all electronic gear!

VOICES FROM BEIRUT:

The Peacekeepers Speak

Edited by Beirut Gold Star Mothers
Mary Ellen Jackowski
Peggy A. Stelpflug

They
Came
In

Lest We Forget
October 23, 1983
Beirut, Lebanon

1982-71984

Long-Awaited Book Ready for 30th

The long-awaited
book, “Voices From Bei-
rut: The Peacekeepers
Speak,” will be ready for
the 30th Remembrance.

The project has been
five years in the making,
according to one of its
originators, Mary Ellen
Jackowski. Her co-editor
is Peggy A. Stelpflug.

“Since those KIA in
Beirut can’t speak for
themselves, it is our duty
to do it for them,” wrote
Mary Ellen. “Also, all
those who were there
have kept it bottled up
for 30 years, so their
voices must be heard.”

The book is com-

piled writings from vet-
erans, families and even
KIA’s themselves in the
form of personal letters.

Editors plan to give
one copy of the book per
family to those who sent
a submission -- in loving
memory of their sons,
Jamie and Billy, who
paid the ultimate sacri-
fice in Beirut. Copies
will be available for all
others at the Jackson-
ville USO Oct. 21 and
the Goettge Field House
Oct. 22 for $10.00 each
during the Remem-
brance, while supplies
last.
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Living Memorial To Move

Site Selected to Sustaln Bradford Pear T rees

(As reported in the Jacksonville
Daily News by Thomas Brennan,
August 2, 2013)

A living monument to those killed

in the 1983 Beirut bombing will be 5

getting a new home.

City officials selected a site for the
creation of the Beirut Memorial
Grove.

Bradford pear trees were planted to
honor the troops killed in Beirut.

But some of the trees along N.C. 24 %

have been removed, damaged, or
died.

Some were removed because of
construction.

The city planted a new grove of 273
autumn flowering cherry trees on
16 acres at the intersection of U.S.
17, N.C. 24 and Wilmington High-
way across from Camp Geiger to
symbolize the 273 lives lost during
the blast or related incidents.

“As a bombing survivor, I am hap-
py to see that continued commit-
ment to honor our shared sacrifice,”
said Beirut Veterans of America
Vice-President Danny Joy. “I’m sad
to see the (original) trees go, but it’s
a good thing to see that there is a
plan to never forget the Beirut
bombing.”

The Bradford pear trees along

the Lejeune Boulevard median are a
product of Jacksonville ’s Memorial
Tree Program and were one of the
first honors given to those lost in
the bombing — the deadliest act of
terror in Marine Corps history. The
trees were successfully planted and
dedicated by March 24, 1984.

“It’s a very sensitive issue,” Joy
said. “Some parents have adopted
the trees in remembrance of their
son so I'm sure it will be truly
heartbreaking for them to see them

go.”

Others, such as Mike Ellzey, a for-
mer public works director for the
city of Jacksonville said the new

grove is long overdue.

“We wanted to have trees to repre-
sent those killed over there and the
first place we came up with was the
median down Lejeune Boulevard,”
Ellzey said. “We recognized after
we put them there it wasn’t the best
place for them.”

Ellzey said the new site will better
represent, not only the sacrifice, but
the support of the military from the
local community.

“The fact that the trees will now
bloom during the fall is great,”
Ellzey said. “That’s when the
(Beirut) families come into town
and for them to see that would be
just great.”

Beirut Memorial 10K run October 12 to Honor Heroes Killed in Beirut

mm

The Beirut memorial 10k Run is a scenic flat asphalt

course that winds through Camp Johnson and historical
Montford Point. One section of the course is run on a
gravel/dirt trail road. This is a run to remember those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for freedom in Beirut.
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"% Beirut KIA’s Sister Writes Book
‘v about Brother: American Brother

il A

AMERICAN BROTHER

Elisa M, Camara
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American
BROTHER Distributed theoagh Midpoint Trade Books. WY

Availabds teough most retial and ealise Bookeellen

Abaist the Bask

O Ogtober X3, 1982, a smcude bomber mmened a trotk Ocd with ¢xplosies igo barmacks
Bousing Undied States Manmes i Beinut, Lebanon. Two hendred forty=one Americans deed that
day, Amosg them, Sgt Meool Camwara, His hithe ssier, Elsa, thew famnly and the small sown of
Hamtid, Wist Virgema would never B the saene

In shis mosang trabule w her big brother. asd a1l the brave men and women of ot Armed Forces,
Eliza Casngra recosnis the life, the loves, and the adventures of &n ordieary small wwn American
By b grew up 1o booome an eraindnary nan, 8 Joevoeted son, hisbasd and Guher, and,
whimztely, a proud United Sistes Marine who gave his life for his country. For Elisa, this is
meant 0 serve nol only as o catboriic telling of her brothers amazing story, bai aleo a5 a
rommder of the imponance of cowage, rspect and selflessmns--the very gualises that Moot
Camarn embodied. The qualsiies that made him the guiniessential Amerioan Broher.

About the Anthor

Elixa M. Comara was bom and raised in West Virginia. She has a degree in Business
Adminasieahos lrom Cheeens Universaty i Chaslotie, North Carolsna, currestly works and lves
i Crelando, Florida, and is the mother of theee sons, Elisa is actively pamming o crestive wisling
cancer and camently developng & soncs ol patroe-thamod chikdeen's books.

Gold Star Ride

Retired Major Plans Coast To Coast Ride

Retired Marine Major Jennifer Gold Star mother Mary Ellen
L. Marino is enroute on a 77-day ~ Jackowski reported that she met
motorcycle trip in honor of Gold Marino at a national Gold Star
Star families, including families of Mothers convention. After Mary

those killed in Lebanon. Ellen spoke with Marino and told
The ride, which started in Au- her about the Remembrance, Ma-
gust, stretches from Camp Pend- rino decided to change her schedule

leton in California to a final desti-  to arrive in time for the Remem-
nation at the National Museum of  brance.

the Marine Corps in Quantico. “I am thankful for what your
If she stays on schedule, Fallen Heroes gave to protect my
Marino’s schedule brings her to freedom, and that of all Ameri-

Jacksonville on October 22, in time cans. Thank you, God Bless, and I
to meet with Gold Star families and look forward to seeing you soon!”
attend the 30th Remembrance. Marino pledged.
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From the BVA President
Remembering the Sacrifices of Beirut Peacekeepers

We are into the 31" year of the deployment of help bring back and establish peace during their time.
service members to Beirut, Lebanon and into the 30" We all had the same mission then and we all have
year of what has become the day that all Beirut veter- the same mission set before us today. Even though we
ans and family members come together to remember  are much older and most of us are no longer serving
our brothers each and every year on Oct 23rd. within military ranks today, we still have an obliga-

I hope each of you will in some way remind the  tion. It is our duty and responsibility to remind the
people within your area of the sacrifices made to help people of the sacrifices of those before, during and
a troubled country from 1982-1984. This is also the  after us. Especially to those that are serving today to
55™ year of those that deployed before us, who were  keep this country and others free. In today’s world we
also sent to do the same in 1958, in what was hoped to should not be a silent majority, we should stand proud
py & and be proud to honor all those who cannot.
So I ask you to make it a point to go out and
speak up when the opportunity arises to re-

» ¥ mind everyone that all who served have in
i some way given a sacrifice for peace and
bt freedom.
I look forward to being in Jacksonville,
" NC this year, to see who shows up and what
3 changes life has brought to all of us. I also
look forward to feeling (one more time) that
kinship and bond that was built and molded
into each of us as we severed together. Then
there too, are those who I may not have
served with but have over the years built a
friendship that only we brothers come to
" know.
> Lastly but not least, I do look forward to
_ . seeing what has become my extended fami-
- lies of my brothers who have gone before
. me. It’s because of you that I will always
‘; cherish the friendship I had and shared with
- ey your loved one. It’s because of him, that we
cry, smile, joke, hold hands or hold each oth-
“~ er as we stand with one another. Like each of
you, we will come together on this day to
remember that tragic time of our lives, but
most importantly, we will all stand together
as we proudly and honorably remember the
life of our brothers, our best friends and your
loved ones. Thank you my brothers and my
friends, thank you for those memories. I will
always remember you.

Semper Fi, Craig Renshaw




